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Chapter 9.
Jurors.
Article 1.
Jury Commissions, Preparation of Jury Lists, and Drawing of Panels.
§ 9-1. Jury commission in each county; membership; selection; oath; terms; expenses of jury
system.
Not later than July 1, 1967, there shall be appointed in each county a jury commission of three
members. One member of the commission shall be appointed by the senior regular resident superior
court judge, one member by the clerk of superior court, and one member by the board of county
commissioners. The appointees shall be qualified voters of the county, and shall serve for terms of two
years. Appointees may be reappointed to successive terms. A vacancy in the commission shall be filled
in the same manner as the original appointment, for the unexpired term. Each commissioner shall take
an oath or affirmation that, without favor or prejudice, he will honestly perform the duties of a member
of the jury commission during his term of service. The compensation of commissioners shall be fixed
by the board of county commissioners, and shall be paid from the general fund of the county. All
expenses necessary to carry out the provisions of this Chapter and to administer the jury system,
including all data processing, document processing, supplies, postage, and other similar expenses,
except as otherwise provided in this Chapter, shall be paid from the general fund of the county, except
that the clerk of superior court shall furnish clerical or other personnel assistance, as the commission
may reasonably require. (1967, c. 218, s. 1; 1981, c. 720, s. 3; 1991, c. 729, s. 1.)
§ 9-2. Preparation of master jury list; sources of names.
(a)
It shall be the duty of the jury commission during every odd-numbered year to _prepare a
master list of prospective jurors qualified under this Chapter to serve in the biennium beginning on
January 1 of the next year. Instead of providing a master list for an entire biennium, the commission
may prepare a master list each year if the senior regular resident superior court judge requests in
writing that it do so.
(b)
In preparing the master list, the jury commission shall use the list of registered voters and
persons with drivers license records supplied to the county by the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles
pursuant to G.S. 20-43.4. The commission may use fewer than all the names from the list if it uses a
random method of selection. The commission may use other sources of names deemed by it to be
reliable.
(c),
(d) Repealed by Session Laws 2003-226, s. 7(d), effective January 1, 2004.
(e)
The jury commission shall merge the entire list of names of each source used and
randomly select the desired number of names to form the master list.
(f)
The master list shall contain not less than one and one-quarter times and not more than
three times as many names as were drawn for jury duty in all courts in the county during the previous
biennium, or, if an annual list is being prepared as requested under subsection (a) of this section the
master list shall contain not less than one and one-quarter times and not more than three times as
many names as were drawn for jury duty in all courts in the county during the previous year but in no
event shall the list include fewer than 500 names, except that in counties in which a different panel of
jurors is selected for each day of the week, there is no limit to the number of names that may be
placed on the master list.
(g)
Repealed by Session Laws 2003-226, s. 7(d), effective January 1, 2004.
(h)
As used in this section "random" or "randomly" refers to a method of selection that results
in each name on a list having an equal opportunity to be selected.
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